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it was hard to believe man had not assisted. Isolated
monuments or tumuli were also discovered, and the
imagination might easily work out the history of some
vast city lying behind those impregnable ramparts and
distinguish the tombs of great chiefs erected beyond the
outer walls. In brief, Nature has fortified all the land on
the eastern shore of the Columbia River, and any enemy
advancing from the westward could be easily and effec-
tively . . .

Sometimes the call of the wilderness was too strong to
be resisted and he made digressions into the mountains to
hunt and fish. When other occupations yielded the
leisure, he wrote fantastic nonsense for his guests, and
these sketches were afterward embodied in his little
volume, "Blown Away/1 He was in a perfectly aban-
doned mood of sprightly gayety throughout the trip. The
reason will become apparent later on.

A   comedy   characteristic   of   Mansfield's   methodic
promptitude, courtliness, and generosity was improvised
when he reached Tacoina.    He was to give the first of
his three performances there on Monday, May 30.   Every
ticket was sold and the house was  crowded when the
local manager received this message: "Delayed by wash-
out.    Hold audience.    Curtain at 9.30."    He had had
other experiences of this pattern  and  at 8.20 he de-
cided  to  dismiss  the   audience.    It was,  however, his
first experience with Mansfield whom he forthwith dis-
covered to be a miracle of promptitude.   At 8.40 the
actor walked into the front door to find the last of his
magnificent audience straggling out of the theatre.   His
opinion  of this  procedure was  given  with   unsparing
candour and emphasis.
He was gradually losing control of himself and sue-ank of the river we pres-
